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SUBJECT: BRAZILIAN ARMY MINISTER VISITS CHILE 

1 . SUMMARY: ARMY MINISTER FROTA PAID AN APPARENTLY CORDIAL 
VISIT TO CHILE DURING WHICH HE MET PRIVATELY WITH PRESIDENT 
PINOCHET. PUBLIC STATEMENTS FROM BOTH SIDES DURING THE 
VISIT EMPHASIZED THE HISTORIC FRIENDSHIP BETWEEN BRAZIL AND 
CHILE, AND THE IMPORTANCE OF SOLIDARITY BETWEEN THE TWO 
COUNTRIES. THE CHILEANS ALSO PRAISED THE ACHIEVEMENTS OF 
BRAZILIAN GOVERNMENTS SINCE THE 1964 REVOLUTION AND STRESSED 
THAT RELATIONS BETWEEN THE TWO COUNTRIES WERE EXCELLENT. 
UPON RETURNING, FROTA EXPRESSED ENTHUSIASM ABOUT THE TRIP 
AND THE CHILEAN AMBASSADOR TO BRAZIL EMPHASIZED THE 
IMPORTANCE OF THE TRIP. END SUMMARY. 

2. BRAZILIAN ARMY MINISTER GENERAL SYLVIO FROTA PAID AN 
OFFICIAL FIVE-DAY VISIT TO CHILE ON THE OCCASION OF THE 
CELEBRATION OF THE 166TH ANNIVERSARY OF CHILEAN INDEPENDENCE. 
ACCORDING TO PRESS REPORTS. THE VIST WAS MARKED BY EFFUSIVE 
LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 

LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 

PAGE 02 BRASIL 08350 291234Z 

STATEMENTS FROM BOTH SIDES, AND IT IS APPARENT THAT FROTA 
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WAS WELL RECEIVED BY HIS CHILEAN HOSTS. 

3. AT AN IMPROMPTU PRESS CONFERENCE WHEN HE ARRIVED IN 
SANTIAGO ON SEPTEMBER 17, FROTA DESCRIBED CHILE AS A 
"COUNTRY WITH WHICH BRAZIL MAINTAINS BONDS OF THE DEEPEST 
FRIENDSHIP.” AT A CEREMONY THAT NIGHT CHILEAN ARMY 
MINISTER GENERAL HERMAN BRADY RECALLED THE TRADITIONAL 
FRIENDSHIP BETWEEN BRAZIL AND CHILE AND DEVOTED PARTICULAR 
PRAISE TO WHAT HE DESCRIBED AS THE MILITARY GOVERNMENT OF 
BRAZIL WHICH, HE SAID, WAS: "RESPONSIBLE FOR THE ELEVATION 

OF THE COUNTRY TO THE LEVEL OF THE GREAT INDUSTRIAL 
POWERS AND HAS BEEN SHOWING DURING THESE TWELVE YEARS HOW 
A COUNTRY SHOULD BE GOVERNED." ON ANOTHER OCCASION BRADY 
SAID: "THE ARMED FORCES OF BRAZIL AND CHILE FIND THEMSELVES 
EVER MORE UNIFIED TO CONSTRUCT A FREE, SOVEREIGN, GREAT AND 
PURE AMERICA." 

4. DURING THE VISIT FROTA WAS DECORATED WITH THE ORDER 

OF O'HIGGINS AND, ACCORDING TO A PRESS REPORT, COULD BARELY 
CONCEAL HIS EMOTION AS HE SPOKE OF BRAZIL'S ADMIRATION FOR 
THE CHILEAN PEOPLE. FROTA SAID THAT THE PEOPLE OF BOTH 
COUNTRIES ARE DEFENDING THE VALUES OF CHRISTIAN 
CIVILIZATION AND THAT THE SPIRIT OF FRATERNITY BETWEEN 
THE TWO NATIONS MUST BE KEP ALIVE. 

5. IN ADDITION TO THE GRAND CROSS OF THE ORDER OF 
O'HIGGINGS FOR FROTA, THE CHILEANS HAD LESSER MEDALS FOR 
THE BRAZILIAN FOREIGN MINISTRY OFFICIAL AND THREEE ARMY 
OFFICERS WHO ACCOMPANIED THE ARMY MINISTER. FROTA IN 
TURN DECORATED CHILEAN PRESIDENT AUGUSTO PINOCHET AND SIX 
CHILEAN OFFICERS WITH VARIOUS CLASSES OF THE ORDER OF 
MILITARY MERIT, AND ARMY MINISTER BRADY WAS GIVEN THE 
ORDER OF RIO BRANCO (HE ALREADY HAD MILITARY MERIT.) FROTA 
ALSO GAVE PINOCHET AN FAL RIFLE AS A PRESENT FROM PRESIDENT 
GEISEL AND A PISTOL AS A PRESENT FROM HIMSELF. BRADY GOT 

A PISTOL FROM FROTA ALONG WITH THE LATTER'S WISHES THAT 
BRADY WOULD NOT HAVE TO USE IT. 

6. BRADY TOLD BRAZILIAN IOURNALISTS THAT POLITICO-MILITARY 
RELATIONS BETWEEN BRAZIL AND CHILE WERE "EXCELLENT." 
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HE ALSO SAID THA THE LATIN AMERICAN MILITARY REPRESENTATIVES 
AT THE INDEPENDDENCE CELEBRATIONS WERE THERE STRICTLY 
FOR SOCIAL REASONS AND SO THAT THEY COULD GET TO KNOW 
EACH OTHER BETTER. BRADY DENIED THAT ANY MILITARY 
CONFERENCE HAD BEEN HELD. TO JUDGE FROM BRAZILIAN PRESS 
REPORTS ALL OF SPANISH SPEAKING SOUTH AMERICA SENT DELEGATIONS 
TO THE INDEPENDENCE DAY CEREMONIES EXCEPT THE TWO 
DEMOCRACIES, COLOMBIA AND VENEZUELA. PANAMA AND SPAIN 
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WERE ALSO REPORTED AS SENDING DELEGATIONS. 

7. FROTA MET TWICE PRIVATELY WITH PRESIDENT PINOCHET, 

WHO AT ONE POINT TOLD A BRAZILIAN IOURNALIST: "RELATIONS 
BETWEEN BRAZIL AND CHILE ARE THE FRIENDLIEST, STRONGEST 
AND MOST CORDIAL POSSIBLE." 

8. ON HIS RETURN FROTA APPEARED ENTHUSIASTIC AND SAID 
HE HAD A WONDERFUL TIME IN CHILE. FROTA IS A CAVALRY 
OFFICER AND APPARENTLY THE HIGH POINT OF HIS TRIP WAS A 
VISIT TO THE CHILEAN ARMY CAVALRY SCHOOL AT QUILLOTA. 
CHILEAN AMBASSADOR GENERAL HECTOR BRAVO MUNOZ WELCOMED 
FROTA AT THE AIRPORT IN BRASILIA AND TOLD IOURNALISTS 

THAT THE VISIT OF THE ARMY MINISTER WAS VERY IMPORTANT FOR 
RELATIONS BETWEEN CHILE AND BRAZIL. 

9. COMMENT: BRAZIL HAS HISTORICALLY HAD A CLOSE RELATIONSHIP 
WITH CHILE, ONE OF THE TWO SOUTH AMERICAN COUNTRIES 

THAT BRAZIL DOES NOT BORDERON. THE FROTA VISIT IS ONE 
OF A CONTINUING SERIES OF MILITARY VISITS BACK AND FORTH. 

THE VISITS ARE PRESUMABLY PUSHED BY CHILE, WHICH DOES NOT 
WANT TO APPEAR TO BE ISOLATED IN THE WORLD OR HEMISPHERIC 
COMMUNITY, PARTICULARLY IN VIEW OF THE BORDER PROBLEM IT 
HAS WITH PERU. THE VISIT RECEIVED CONSIDERABLE PRESS 
ATTENTION, BUT A MARKED LACK OF EDITORIAL COMMENT. IT 
HAS BEEN SUGGESTED BY AT LEAST ONE FOREIGN MINISTRY 
SOURCE HERE THAT BRAZIL, FOR NOW, PREFERS TO LIMIT HIGH 
LEVEL EXCHANGES WITH CHILE TO MILITARY CHANNELS AND 
POLITELY SIDESTEP CHILEAN OVERTURES FOR AN EXCHANGE OF 
PRESIDENTIAL VISITS. END COMMENT. 

JOHNSON 
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